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respected ecologist and plant geographer of the Botanical Research Institute, known for his 
classic work, Veld types of South Africa, during the preparation of which he collected over 
26 000 plant specimens (numbers) from all over the Republic, thereby enriching herbaria 
both here and overseas and greatly enhancing and adding to the knowledge of the flora of 
South Africa; in pasture science he formulated the principle of non-selective grazing which 
led to the original Acocks-Howell method of grazing management, the reappraisal of 
existing systems of management and the development of new systems; in 1975 he was 
awarded the gold medal of the Fertilizer Society of South Africa for his outstanding 
contributions to agriculture, while in 1976 he was awarded the South African Medal for 
Botany by the South African Association of Botanists and the Senior Captain Scott 
Memorial Medal by the South African Biological Society. 


